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Vigil puts 



in 


spoiugm 


By William J. Eaton 
Of Our Washington Bureau 
SILVER SPRING, Md. - 
Holy Cross Hospital, bathed in 
floodlights and teeming with 
newsmen, became the center 
of national politics with the ar- 
rival of Alabama Gov. George 
C. Wallace in its emergency 
room late Monday. 

' Cars bearing Wallace-for- 
President stickers filled the 
narrow side streets, and the 
soft accents of the South filled 
the corridors with hushed talk 
about “the governor’s condi- 

MARYLAND state troopers 
quickly ringed the eight-story, 
block-long hospital, setting up 
security checks at all en- 
trances. Secret Service agents 
maintained a post near the 
emergency room. 

The security continued Tues- 
d a y , although Montgomery | 
County policemen replaced 
some of the state troopers. All 
luggage entering the hospital 



rear of the hospital amid 
crates and other merchandise 
was Meg Taylor, a hospital 
volunteer dressed in white. 
Miss Taylor said her job was to 
receive flowers and other gifts 
sent to Wallace. 

■Mrs. Cornelia Wallace re- 
ceived telephoned comfort 


from President Nixon and per- 
sonal words of sympathy from 
one of her husband’s leading 
competitors for the Democrat- 
i c presidential nomination, 
Sen. Hubert H. Humphrey (D- : 


LESSER political officials, 
ranging from county execu- 
tives to Maryland Gov. Mar- 
vin Mandel, also put in appear- 
ances as Wallace spent five 
hours in surgery while doctors 
patched up his gunshot 
wounds. 

Within an hour of the shoot- \ 
ing at a shopping center in j 
Laurel, Md., the President j 
sent one of his personal physi- j 
dans to Holy Cross Hospital to ! 
keep him informed on . Wall- 
ace’s progress. 

Speaking to Mrs. Wallace, j 
the President said: “Now I : 
want you to tell him directly i 
. that Mrs. Nixon and I will re- 


Visitors to the hospital were 
screened at the front entrance. 
Although no one was searched, 
state troopers assisted by 
nurses and administrative per- 
sonnel did check contents of 
women’s purses. 

At an unloading dock at the 


HUMPHREY, emerging 
from an hour’s talk with Mrs. 
Wallace, said: “Thank God, 
it’s not fatal.” Another presi- 
dential contender, Sen. George ■ 
S. McGovern (D-S.D.) said in 
Detroit: “I tremble for the fu- 
ture of my country.” 

Sen. Edward M. Kennedy 




